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Learning Objectives
What is it?

* BIE’s Unified Academic Assessments -

* Assessment Participation Decision -

« Alternate Assessment -

« Define Significant Cognitive Disability -

* Alternate Assessment participant —

* Alternate Assessment participation criteria -

* Not Allowable Considerations -

* NASIS IEP Assessment Participation annotation -
 Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) -

 Student Response Check (SRC) & Early Stopping Rule (ESR)




BIE’s Unified Academic Assessments (=S

—— /,p"{ s

English/Language Arts and Mathematics: Grades 3 through 8 and 11 ~amrmoe

BIE General Assessment (Pearson) - BIE Alternate Assessment (MSAA/Cognia)

Science: Grades 3, 5 and 11
BIE General Assessment (Cognia) - BIE Alternate Assessment (MSAA/Cognia)
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Assessment Participation Decisions

* School wide assessments decisions are made annually by the IEP
team and annotated in the student IEP.

* Parents and guardians are members of the IEP team and need to
remain engaged in the assessment decision process

* Thus, parents and guardians need to receive accurate
information about academic assessments.

* Resources should be made available to all I[EP team members
including well before assessment participation decisions are
made.



Alternate Assessment

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) required
alternate assessments and the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA) confirmed the alternate assessment is for
students with most significant cognitive disabilities who are
unable to participate in the general assessment even with
accommodations.

« Up to 1.0% of total tested BIE student population in a subject
area may participate in the alternate assessment.

 Alternate Assessment is alighed to grade-level content in each
subject area (English/Language Arts, Mathematics and Science).



Definition

e Significant Cognitive Disability:

* Indicates a disability, or multiple disabilities, that require intensive or
extensive levels of direct support that is not of a temporary or transient
nature.

* Requires specially designed instruction to acquire, maintain, or
generalize skills in multiple settings - including the home, school,
workplace, and community.

* Has a significant impact on intellectual functioning and adaptive
behavior.

* Having a significant cognitive disability is not determined by an 1Q test score, but
rather a holistic understanding of a student.



Who should participate in Alternate Assessment?

* Only students with the most significant cognitive disabilities should
participate in the Alternate Assessment.

* |EP team decides whether the student should participate in the
general assessment or the alternate assessment.

* Decisions should not be based on the category of a student’s
disability, the setting in which a student receives instruction, or the
percentage of time a student spends in a general education
classroom.

* BIE participation guidelines should be followed. (To meet criteria for
alternate assessments, the student must meet all participation
criteria).



Criteria for Participation Eligibility

1. Student has a

significant disability.

2. Student has an active
IEP and receives services
under the Individuals

with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA)

4., Student requires direct
and extensive instruction
to acquire, maintain,
generalize and transfer
new skills.

3. Student is learning
content linked to (derived
from) state (BIE) content
standards.



Not Allowable Considerations

The following are NOT appropriate decision points for determining participation in an
alternate assessment:

 a disability category label

» poor attendance or extended absences

» native language, social, cultural, or economic differences

» expected poor performance on the general education assessment
« academic and other services student receives

» educational environment or instructional setting

» percent of time receiving special education

» English Learner (EL) status

* Low reading level or achievement level

» Anticipated disruptive behavior by the student

» impact of student’s scores on accountability system

« administrator decision

 anticipated emotional duress

* need for accommodations (e.g., assistive technology) to participate in assessment



BIE Alternate Assessment Participation
Guidelines and Eligibility Determination

Alternate Assessment
Participation Guidelines and Eligibility Determination

The Bureau of Indian Educstion (BIE} offers an altemate ass=ssment, to quslifisd students, based on alternate
achievement standards in complancs with the U 5. Department of Education’s federal regulations and
guidance. A student must have an Individualized Education Pregram {IEF) to be considered for participation in
an alt=rnate sssessmeant Students demonstrating mild to maderate cognitve disabilities may be mars
appropriately placed in the general assessment system with accommodations. Anticipated or past low
schiegvemsnt aon the genersl assessment does not mean the student should be participsting in MSAA
Oeterminstions for student participstion in ststewids assessments must be evidence-centerad and mads
indiwidually for each student by the IEP t=am. Alternate assessments are designed for students with the most
significant cognitive disabillities. When looking 5t & standard b=l curee, =ligible students would be in the lowest
1%e. &An IEP team may determine that an alternate asses=meant i= appropriate for the student snd documsant why
the assessment is selected.

All students must participate in state asssssments. IEP t2ams should consider the testing cycles that will ocour
during the student’s IEF year and include suitable instrectional time for assessed areas before test
adrinistration windows. For example, an IEP t=am that determines aliernate assessment eligibility before the
close of the Student Selector Application in the fall, must first carsfully consider the instructional time given to
the stedent, prior to the date of the test sdministration. An |EF tearn making the alt=rnate assessmeant
determination in the spring shall document the studsnt"s prepsration for the asses=ment during the following
schaool year.

BIE's Alternate Assessments:

Each IEF Team will discuss and determine a student's need for participation and =ligibifity using the Alternats
Assessment Participation Decision Documents. & stuedent will be eligible for the shernate s5sessment in sll
areas (ELA. Mathematics and Science) in the grades in which assessment is to be sdministersd {se= Table
below, X indicates sssessment to be administered at each grade lewal).

Alternate Assessment English/Language Arts and Mathematics: Grades 3 through & and 11 -
FMuli-State Alternate Asses=ment (MSAA)

Alternate Assessment Science: Grades 5. 8, and 11 - Multi-Siate Altemste Assessment (MESAA)
ELATRath Science

Grade No assessment
administered
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Note: The IEP t=am must complete the parent notification of alternate assessment participation on pags 5.
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&7
[
o
=2
(-]
2 -
)&ﬁo ‘_’i

5 s
“Now epce -V

Alternate Assessment Participation Decision Documentation

To mest criteria for altlemate assessmeants, the student must meeat all participation criteria descrpiors.

The student may participate in alternate assessments if all responses to Participation Criteria below are

marked yes.

Participation Criterion 1
The student has a significant cognitive disability.
Cyes e

Participation Criterion 1 Descriptor

Rewiew of student records indicate a disakility or
multiple disabilities that significantly impact
intell=ciual functioning and adaptive behawvior.
{Adaptive b=havior is defined as =ssential for
someons o live indspendenthy and to function
safely in daily life.)

Sources of Evidence for Criterion 1 (check
if used)

[] Results of Individual Cognitive Ability Test
[ Results of Adapiive Behavior Skills Assessment

1 Results of individual and group administered
achievement tesis

[ Results of informal assessment
[ Results of individual reading assessmeants
[] Results of district-wide alternate assessments

[ Results of language assessments including
English Learner (EL) languags sssessments if
applicable.

Describe the sources of evidence that were
used for criterion 1 and how that evidence
supports eligibility.-

Source

Drescription

Participation Criterion 2

The studentis learming content linked to (derived
from) state content standards.

[ ¥es O Mo

Participation Criterion 2 Descriptor

The =student’s goals and instruction that are listed in
the |EF are linked to the snrolled grade-level state
standards and address knowledge and skills that
are spproprists and challenging for this student
IEF goals are written to allow for suitabls
instructional time pricr to t2st administration.

Sources of Evidence for Criterion 2 (check
if used)

[ Exxamgles of curriculum, instructional objectives
and materials including work samples

[ Present levels of academic and functional
p=rformance, gosls, and objectives from the |IEP

[ Data frem scientific research-bas=d
ntemsentions

] Progress monitoring data

Describe the sources of evidence that were
used for criterion 2 and how that evidence
supports eligibility.

Sourca

De=cription




NASIS IEP Assessment Section

SCHOOL WIDE ASSESSMENT (5300.320(a)(6))

A statement of any individual appropriate accommodations that are necessary to measure the academic
achievement and functional performance of the child.

Thestudent: ]  Will participate with no accommodations.

~1 - Will participate with the following testing modifications or accommodations. (Specific to
state identified codes)

_1 Will not participate because the student’s grade level will not be assessed during the IEP |
period.

x Wil participate in the state alternate assessment. (Complete Alternate Assessment Form)

_1 Will not participate because:




BIE Unified Alternate Summative Assessment
Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA)

« Comprehensive assessment system designed to promote increasing higher academic
outcomes for students with significant cognitive disabilities in preparation for a broader
array of postsecondary outcomes.

* Measures academic content that is aligned to and derived from content standards and the
Core Content Connectors (CCCs).

« Contains many built-in supports that allow students to use materials they are most familiar
with and communicate what they know and can do as independently as possible.

« Administered in the core academic areas of English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics in
grades 3-8 and 11. Administered in the core academic area of Science in grades 5, 8 and 11.

* MSAA Spring 2026 Testing Window: March 9 - April 24, 2026



Early Stopping Rule and the
Student Response Check

*Task to assess a student's preferred mode(s) of communication.

*Determines whether the student can participate meaningfully in the assessment.
*Student responses are not scored.

*Ensures observable response mode for test participation.



Student Response Check (SRC)

The purpose of the Student Response Check (SRC) is to ensure that the TA
clearly understands a response the student has indicated for a test item.

Students who have a consistent mode of communicating are not required to
complete the SRC.

If a student’s response to a test item is not clearly observable, or is not
understood by the TA or scribe, then the TA or scribe cannot enter the student’s
response in the MSAA System.

The SRC is a content-neutral task during which a student is asked to
demonstrate their preferred mode(s) of communication. A student may use as
many, or as few, communication modes as they are comfortable with and use on
a daily basis.



Student Response Check (SRC) Protocol

=Does the student use one or more of the modes of communication consistently? [Yes/No]

«If "No" on Step 1, administer the protocol using modes of communication familiar to the student.
=Did the student demonstrate an "observable response”? [Yes/No]

«if "Yes" on Step 2, administer the Alternate Assessment.
«If "No” on Step 2, open the test and administer the first four test items.
=Did the student demonstrate an "observable response”? [Yes/Mo]

«If "No" on Step 3, then Stop as the student does not have a consistent observable res nse and
Enay':fl'lave the Early Stopping Rule applied after consultation with Building or System Te
oordinator.




The Student Response
Check (SRC)
Flowchart:

When to Apply the
ESR

START HERE: D:oes the student use oneé or more
of the following modes of communication
consistently?

= Mouse and compuber

= Werbal response to test item

YES
I—|

STOP. You do not need to
administer the SRC. Select all
response mode(s) that the
student will use dul'll'tg [ES‘[lI'IE
in the SRC tab.

« Touch screen
« GEsture/point

= Circle response on the paper version of the

Test

= Clock scanmer with a switch

« Scanning device

= Eye gaze
« Other specify
NO STOP. The student does
: not have a consistent
Administer the SRC using the observable response.
modes of communication
that the student is familiar Open the student’s ELA The TA must contact the
with. Use either the paper or and/or Mathematies Test d!sl.ru:'t or school TL. and
computer version of the SRC from the Actions button on discuss the results of the
All modes of communication the Students page. SRL. Only TCs may apply
used regularly by the student | NO | Administer the first four test ﬂ- ﬂ':h;'l' 5‘:.#"! Rule
may be used at the same * items of either or both and Closd thi test.
dma. tests.
NOTE: The TA compiletes
Did the student demonstrate Did the student demonstrate the SRC by checking
on *observable response? on “observable response? “Other” and stating “No
Response” in addition fo
providing o brief
explanation.
YES "FES-L NOTE: Once the Early
Stopping Rule is
CONTINUE to administer the MSAA tests determined appropriate,
in all content areas. The test can no longer the TC must close tests
be closed due to the Early Stopping Rule. from ALL content areos.




Early Stopping Rule (ESR) Reminders

* The lack of an observable response mode is the only
reason the Early Stepping Rule (ESR) can be applied.

« The Early Stopping Rule cannot be applied based on a
student’s behavior, stamina, knowledge of the content,
frustration level, or refusal to participate in the test.



MSAA Important Dates and Activity

“Now, e

* Week of October 6-10, 2025, Posting to BIE Website (Academic Success> Chief Academic Office>
Assessments and Accountability>)

* Presentation Recording (2025-2026 Alternate Assessment Prep)
» Alternate Assessment Eligibility IEP Team Decision-making document

 December 19, Alternate Assessment Determination annotated in the students' IEPs in School wide
Assessment Section for Assessment Participation Enrollment (A transfer student with an [EP is an
allowable addition to the alternate assessment participation enrollment after the initial enrollment
submission).

» January 8, 2026, MSAA In-person Training for Test Coordinators and Test Administrators - Nation
Indian Program Training Center, Albuquerque

« TBD (February), MSAA Virtual Training for Test Coordinators and Test Administrators

» February 17,2026, MSAA Platform Open for Test Coordinators and Test Administrators On-line
Module Training and Testing Materials Prep

* March 9, 2026 - April 24, 2026, MSAA Student Testing Window



Question and Comment Session
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